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wants to have an effect on 
the lives of people.
On January 16, the 
Spelman senior was 
crowned Miss Black Geor­
gia USA 2000, a title she 
says “will give [her] the 
opportunity to touch 
people’s lives in the areas 
of homelessness, the edu­
cational system, and youth 
empowerment.”
Held in Robbins’s 
hometown of Savannah, 
Georgia, the pageant con­
sisted of talent, swimwear, 
and evening gown por­
tions. Robbins competed 
against 10 other young 
women, including First
Runner-Up Damia Young, 
also of Spelman College, 
and Second Runner-Up 
Miranda Avant of Clark 
Atlanta University.
“I think the pageant 
helps young women ex­
press their intellectual and 
verbal skills. And it gives 
them an added environ­




for the pageant was “Em­
powering Our Youth for 
Leaders of Today.” The 
platform’s points were: 
putting God first, execut­
ing well planned dreams 
to achieve success, and 
giving back along the way.
“I [want to] make sure
Jamilla Coleman
Senior Editor
On the evening of 
Saturday, January twenty- 
second, senior Tiffany 
Pryor was on the phone 
with her mother when “the 
big one” hit.
Freshman Angela 
Williams remembers that 
she had just finished get­
ting her hair braided when 
it started at approximately 
eight o’ clock.
Residents of the At­
lanta metropolitan area 
were contending with the 
crippling effects of an ice 
storm, a weather condi­
tion generally unheard of 
in the city.
that youth are encouraged 
to dream by showing them 
how others have accom­
plished their goals,” says 
Robbins. She wants to 
implement a community 
service program that 
would pair young people 
with mentors in career 
fields of their interests.
A Japanese and po­
litical science major, 
Robbins plans to become 
an East Asian diplomat. In 
June, she will study in Ja­
pan. After her graduation 
from Spelman in 2001, she 
plans to attend Harvard law 
school with a concentra­
tion in international law.
Robbins received a 
Bulova watch, $3,500 in
Continued on pg. 3
But for Pryor, Will­
iams, and some twenty 
other residents on the first 
floor of Living and Learn­
ing Center I, water—not 
ice—was the problem as 
two sewage pipes over­




ing to the hall?'” says Pryor. 
Then she noticed that 
thesealed pipe in front of 
her doorstep was gushing 
water.
“The water was so 
intensely coming out of the 
drain that it was lifting the 




couldn’t walk in the hall­
way with flip-flops on,” 
says Jolie Neal, another 
first-floor resident.
Ultimately the stu­
dents were evicted for 
safety precautions. Most 
wound up sleeping in the 
lounges. Director of Resi­
dential Life Emilye 
Mobley says that she 
would have assigned tem­
porary housing, but she did 
not have a readily acces­
sible record of vacancies 
around campus.
According to a num­
ber of residents, the water 
rose to two or two and a 
half inches at most, and 
was checked
Continued on pg. 3
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ANNOUNCEMENTS
Lawrence Ross, author of The Divine Nine: The 
History of African American Fraternities and 
Sororities, will discuss the history of black 
fraternities and sororities, as well as the importance 
of responsibility and behavior, in Sisters Chapel on 
Wednesday, February 16 at 9:00 p.m. Contact Tiffany 
Simpkins in the Office of Student Activities at 404- 
223-7521 for more information.
Teach for America, the national teacher corp, will 
begin teaching in the Atlanta Public School System in 
the fall of 2000. The final application deadline for all 
teaching positions is February 22, 2000. Call 1 -800- 
TFA-1230 or go to www.teachforamerica.org for 
more information.
Correction: The cover photo of Gloria Steinem and 
Dr. Beverly Guy-Sheftall in the November 30, 1999 
issue of The Spelman Spotlight was taken by Kanika 
Lyon.
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partially by their mopping 
and sweeping the water 
outside.
The problem was 
eventually solved, but stu­
dents complain that help 
did not come quickly 
enough, especially consid­
ering that a sewage pipe in 
the bathroom had flooded 
on Thursday of the same 
week, when a clogged 
bathroom sink caused the 
overflow.
“I got out of bed and 
stepped into water,” says 
Williams of that morning. 
But it was a problem easily 
cleaned up by a house­
keeper.
Vice President for 
Student Affairs and Dean 
of Students Xenobia Hikes 
cites the weather as the 
culprit for slow response 
time for the Saturday 
flooding. “Things would 
have been better had it not 
been for the ice,” she says.
Students Share Blame
Careless behavior on 
the part of students has 
been cited as the culprit for 
the flooding itself. A spoon 
and tracks of synthetic hair 
clogged the pipes and 
caused the Thursday inci­
dent, while the Saturday 
flooding was due to a 
buildup of flushed sanitary 
items.
According to Robert 
Flanigan, Vice President 
of Business and Financial 
Affairs, the flushing of 
sanitary items has been a 
problem in the past. In the 
early 90 ’ s, a crew had to be 
hired to dig up part of Abby 
Hall ’ s pipe system because 
they were so severely 
clogged.
“People did not dis­
pose of feminine hygiene 
products appropriately,” 
says Hikes of the Saturday 
incident. “The entire col­
lege, especially residents, 
has to do a better job of 
taking care of our home...”
President Manley 
agrees. “We have to deal 
with [the problem] on a 
broader base in terms of 
having some discussion... 
in the dormitories with the 
young women about how 
to dispose of those kinds
of objects,” she says. 
“[T]hose kinds of things 
happen. It was not a struc­




Residents say that a 
plumber did not arrive un­
til ten or ten-thirty that 
evening. (For more seri­
ous problems, outside help 
is hired). Following that, a 
worker from the Allied 
Emergency Company 
came to inspect the pre­
mises for toxins. In a full 
uniform that included a 
bright yellow jumpsuit and 
gasmask, he “was alarm­
ing to Students,” says 
Hikes. Students had to 
throw out anything that 
came into contact with the 
contaminated water.
Williams and two 
other residents were com­
pelled to go to Reynolds 
Cottage in hopes of get­
ting help from President 
Audrey Manley. When no 
one responded to their 
knocks, Williams and her 
companions went to Pub­
lic Safety.
“I guess at first they 
thought we were joking,” 
says Williams. But an of­
ficer did go over to assess 
the situation.
“There was no ‘adult’ 
figure around trying to as­
sist us,” says Williams. 
Resident Director of LLCI 
Imogene Redwine was hin- 
dered by the weather. 
Morehouse-James Resi­
dent Director Nicole Davis 
was on call to handle pos­
sible emergencies in the 
dorms.
Williams and other 
residents say that although 
the Resident Assistants 
“did a great job” in han­
dling the situation, more 
supervision was needed.
“The main thing was 
to keep everyone calm and 
to provide as much infor­
mation as I could,” says 
LLCI RA Monique Bar­
ber.
Williams also notes 
that she “was truly upset” 
that Manley had not an­
swered her door, but the 
President says that it was 
not intentional.
“I’m a doctor. I’m 
used to making house 
calls,” she says. Manley 
says that she was upstairs 
preparing for bed when the 
students from LLCI 
knocked, and that they had 
left by the time she an­
swered the door.
Manley adds that she 
is “always available” to 
those who need her, but 
recommends that people 
call beforehand.
Manley says that she 
was not notified of the 
flooding situation until the 
next morning. “The situa­
tion could have been 
handled better,” she says. 
“There are people whom 
we pay [to handle these 
situations].. .It will not hap­
pen again.”
Hikes and Director of 
Residential Life Emilye 
Mobley have since met 
with students and key ad­
ministrators to develop a 
better plan of action in the 
case of an emergency. “We 
have taken precautions and 
will be able to accommo­
date students [next time],” 
says Hikes.
“It was a once-in-a- 
lifetime experience that 
they could never train you 
for,” says LLCI RA 
Jesulon Gibbs. “I hope that 
[the situation] is a wake­
up call to pay more atten­
tion to the concerns and 
needs of the students in 
their living environment.”
Robbins from pg. 1
scholarships and two tick­
ets to anywhere in the 
United States on Delta Air­
lines. She also won the 
Presidential Award, which 
included a scholarship un­
der $1000 dollars and an­
other Bulova watch.
Robbins wants to use 
her title to encourage 
Spelman to become active 
in the National Youth 
Crime Prevention Confer­
ence that will be held in 
Atlanta in March. In addi­
tion, she would like to 
sponsor political forums on 
campus.
She will compete for 
the title of Miss Black USA 
in Chicago, Illinois from 
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BE A SWEETHEART and RETURN YOUR 
OVERDUE BOOKS 
NO gUESTIONS ASKED
BOOKS MAY BE RETURNED TO THE
MAIN CIRCULATION DESK or PLACED 
IN BOOK BINS AT THE FRONT
ENTRANCE OF THE LIBRARY
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UOCAL AND WORLD NEWS
Two Million Americans Behind Bars by Feb. 15
Reprinted with permission 
from Jason Ziedenberg of 
The Justice Policy Institute 
of Washington, D.C.
Washington, DC-
The Justice Policy Insti­
tute reports that the U.S. 
Prison and Jail population 
will top two million for the 
first time on February 15, 
2000-the day after the na­
tion celebrates V alentine ’ s 
Day. Using the most up to 
date Justice Department 
statistics and trends, the 
Institute estimates that the 
U.S. now has the world’s 
largest incarcerated popu­
lation, and highest incar­
ceration rate. Just six 
weeks into the new mil­
lennium, America has 
earned the distinction of 
having a quarter of the 
world ’ s prison population, 
despite having less than 5% 
of the world’s population. 
“There is little to celebrate 
this V alentines day,” stated 
Vincent Schiraldi, Direc­
tor of the Justice Policy 
Institute. “The ascendance 
of prisons as our decade’s
major public works project 
and social program is a 
sad and costly legacy.” 
JPI’s report, “The Punish­
ing Decade: Prison and Jail 
Estimates at the Millen­
nium,” shows that the im­
prisoned population grew 
at a faster rate during the 
1990s than during any de­
cade in recorded history. 
America entered the 1990s 
with 1,145,300 inmates in 
its jails and prisons. De­
cember 31, 1999, there 
were an estimated 
1,983,084 adults behind 
bars, and by the end of the 
year there will be 
2,073,969. The prison 
growth during the 1990s 
dwarfed the growth of any 
previous decade; it ex­
ceeded the prison growth 
of the 1980s by 61%, and 
is nearly 30 times the av­
erage prison population 
growth of any decade prior 
to the 1970s. The Institute 
estimated that $39 billion 
will be spent to operate 
America’s prisons and jails 
by yearend 1999, a figure 
which will grow to $41
billion by yearend 2000. 
The Institute also reported 
that, in 1995, states around 
the country spent more 
building prisons than 
building universities for 
the first time and that 2/3 
of those incarcerated in 
prison and jail (approxi­
mately 1.2 million in­
mates) are imprisoned for 
non-violent offenses. 
“Halfway through black 
history month, our prisons 
and jails represent the sad 
reality that one out of three 
young African American 
males are under some form 
of criminal justice con­
trol,” stated Jason 
Ziedenberg, Policy Ana­
lyst at the Institute. “Two 
million prisoners is too 
many, and the nation must 
find alternatives to incar­
ceration to solve 
America’s pressing social 
problems.”
The Washington, DC- 
based Justice Policy Insti­
tute is a policy develop­
ment and research body 
which promotes effective 
and sensible approaches
to America’s justice sys­
tem. JPI is a project of the 
non-profit Center on Ju­
venile and Criminal Jus-
tice. The study is posted at 
www.cjcj.org/ 
punishingdecade
Connecting ideas and action
Get Engaged
The Century Institute 
Summer Program
June 25th to July 15th 
at Williams College 
in the Berkshires
This three-week fellowship is intended for undergraduates with 
an interest in civic engagement and public policy. Students, 
scholars, and prominent policy practitioners together will 
explore the challenges America faces in building a just and 
prosperous society.
The Institute will cover all the expenses including 
transportation, and students will receive a $1,000 stipend.
For more information or to apply, visit: 
www.centuryinstitute.org 
or contact Ann Stinson 
via e-mail at cisp@tcf.org 
or by phone at (212) 452-7705
the ( vnlur\ Foundation Hit' Sagner Famih Foundation
■ EARTH SYSTEMS 
FIELD SCHOOL I & II
Summer I — 6 credits: June-July 2000 
Summer II— 4 credits: July-August 2000
■ SUMMER
BIODIVERSITY INSTITUTE
5 credits: July-August 2000
■ SUMMER OF STARS
5 credits: June-July 2000
RESEARCH • SEA OF CORTEZ
■ EARTH SEMESTER
16 credits: September-December 2000 
January-May 2001
■ UNIVERSE SEMESTER
16 credits: September-December 2000
NEW BtOSP$ïflfe2 OBSERVATORY
Contact Student Admissions at 
(800) 992-4603 • admissions@bio2.edu • www.bio2.edu
Explore our Earth and its dynamic ecosystems!
Columbia University otters environmental immersion programs at its beautiful Biosphere 2 
Center campus in the Sonoran desert of Arizona. Undergraduate students can enroll in the 
challenging Biosphere 2 curriculum to earn Columbia University credits.
Columbia University UNDERGRADUATE PROGRAM Offerings:
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Romantic Things to do on Valentine's Day
by Kelli Nero, A & E
1. So you and your man are into tradition- why not grab dinner and then hit the movie theater.
2. Most guys think buying you lingerie on V-day is the way to your heart. Well, why not go to Victoria's Secret together and make your after­
dinner-plans there.
3. Why don’t you and your Valentine gather some symbolic possession that represents your love: the ticket stubs from the first movie you saw 
together, his old T-shirts you’ve been sleeping in, her favorite perfume. Bury them in a love capsule that you two can unearth next V-day.
4. Prepare your sweetie a home-cooked meal from the heart. Make sure you leave plenty of room for dessert.
5. Go dancing.
6. Rent a romantic movie.
7. Capture the moment by having your portraits professionally done.
8. Plan a scavenger hunt for your Valentine. With the help bf your friends, plant clues or treats to lead your Valentine to you.
9. Climb the walls: Check out Galyan's sporting goods store in Buckhead (near Phipps Plaza) for free indoor rock climbing.
10. Where is it written that couples have to spend Valentine’s Day alone? Throw a Valentine’s Day bash for singles and couples. Play cupid 
for the singles and consider your good deed for the day done.
Dining Out?
Try Some Asian Flavor
A.D. Williams 
A&E
The holiday of love 
approaches once more.
Where will you and 
your sweetie share a 
candlelight dinner this 
year? Here’s a suggestion.
I’ve been searching 
for a good Chinese restau­
rant in Atlanta since 1996. 
My hunt uncovered more 
than just quality Chinese 
cuisine; I found P.F. 
Chang's, an overall great 
restaurant.
I know Chinese food 
is not what comes to mind 
when thinking of a roman­
tic date, but dining at P.F. 
Chang’s restaurant should 
be a worthwhile experi­
ence for couples. Consider 
the possibilities of feeding 
each other with chopsticks, 
or even learning to use 
them together.
The atmosphere is 
along the lines of The 
Cheesecake Factory, with 
dim lighting to set the 
mood for love. Service is 
among the best I’ve en-
countered after eating at 
the likes of Mick’s, Three 
Dollar Cafe’, and The 
Cheesecake Factory.
The wait staff is 
prompt and courteous, yet 
not overbearing. In other 
words, the infamous ques­
tion “Are you still work­
ing on that?” will not in­
terrupt your gazing into 
that special someone’s 
eyes.
The food is delicious, 
yet not your typical sweet- 
and-sour chicken. Be 
open-minded when order­
ing; you’ll be pleasantly 
surprised, I recommend 
the Szechwan Chicken 
Chow Fun (really spicy) 
or the Mongolian Beef.
Prices are reasonable, 
most entrees are between 
$9.00 and $15.00.
P.F. Chang’s is lo­
cated at 560 Ashwood 
Parkway, Atlanta, Ga. 
30338 in the Perimeter 
Mall vicinity. There might 
be a wait for tables. Call­
ing for reservations is ad­
vised.
Come celebrate love with beautiful words, 
bring a poem, or submit an original poem and 
win a cash prize!!
When; Feb U, @ 7 pm
Where; LLC2 Auditorium, Speiman College
Who: Any student, especially poets




Door prizes, refreshments, limited seating
$2 per person or $1 w/eanned food Item 
Benefits Odyssey 3 Homeless Shelter
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Valentine's Day Blues
“One year I spent one hundred and fifty dollars’ 
worth of gifts for my supposed boyfriend. On 
Valentine’s Day I gave him the presents and all I got 
was a hug. He didn’t buy me jack. And I took all that 
s@!*t back to the store. -Nicole Tucker, Spelman 
junior
“My ex-girlfriend stood me up for Valentine’s Day. 
We used to ride together to school. On Valentine’s Day 
one year, she confessed to me that she had been seeing 
her neighbor Steve and that we couldn’t ride together
anymore.” -Robert Eskridge, Morehouse sophomore
“Valentine’s [Day] sparked a long four months of 
wasted time. I started going out with this guy who 
got his 'ex- girlfriend' pregnant. But I didn’t find that 
out until the end of the relationship.” -Candace 
Harris, Spelman freshman
“My boyfriend bought me a Chia Pet for Valentine’s 
Day and it didn’t even grow.” - Brittany Meekins, 
Spelman sophomore
“My senior year of high school, I waited until 
Valentine’s Day to confess to this girl that I loved her. 
I bought a ring and some roses but when I told her she 
just shrugged her shoulders. The next day everybody 
was clowning me like, 'That girl don’t like you.'” - 
Jabari Bell, Morehouse sophomore
“One year I tried to surprise my girlfriend by 
telling her we weren’t going to do anything for 
Valentine’s Day. So I popped up at her house to 
surprise her and she was with some other dude. 
Ever sine then, Valentine’s Day has sucked.” - 
AK, Morehouse freshman
TOP TEN SIGNS THAT YOUR CALLS ARE GETTING ON A GIRL’S NERVES
She doesn't want you to call anymore if:
10. She hangs up on you every time you call. She’s not crazy and doesn’t have anger aggression problems. She just doesn’t like 
you.9.She answers the phone, finds out it’s you, and then pretends to be asleep even though it’s eight o’clock at night. 8. She answers 
the phone, finds out it’s you, and then tells you that she’s not home even though you can recognize her voice. You know it’s her. She 
knows it’s her. She knows you know it’s her. But you can’t prove anything. Arguing in this situation will help nothing. 8.She says she 
has a beep and keeps you on hold for 15 minutes. She’s wrong for keeping you in suspense, and you’re wrong for sitting there like an 
idiot waiting for her to finish her other call She’s not going to click back over. There was no one on the other line in the first place. 
Congratulations! You’ve just been hit by the new and improved way to hang up on someone. It’s called “pretend you’re going to click 
back over.” 7. You call her 361 times within 2 hours, don’t leave a message until the last time to make it seem like you only called once, 
and then don’t get a call back. This is the new millennium. SHE HAS CALLER ID DELUXE. Everyone does. It comes with a new 
cheap monthly plan. She was probably there the whole time, laughing each time you called, got her answering machine, hung up, 
pushed re-dial and called back. To quote my friend Mike: “Caller ID pulls cards.” Yes, it does. 6. Every time you call, she answers with 
“I’m on the other line long distance,” instead of “Hello,” and then hangs up. Long distance is expensive, and those bootleg calling cards 
on the Strip that supposedly give you 2000 minutes for five dollars don’t really work. She doesn’t miss her mom, dad, grandmother, or 
friends back home THAT much. 5.She says she has a beep, clicks over, comes back, and tells you that she has to go because her 
roommate is on the other line. Some people would be tempted to think, “Oh, I better let her go. Her roommate is one of her closest 
friends. It’s probably important.” Now, let’s think about this. Her roommate LIVES with her. Do you know how small these dorm 
rooms are? Her roommate is probably within three feet. WHY would she be calling? 4. And in the rare case that it actually is her 
roommate on the other line, it’s because the girl silently begged her to call just so that she could get off the phone with you. 3.Every 
time you call, something dramatic seems to happen to one of her friends. When you called on Monday, she couldn’t talk because Portia 
from down the hall needed help with her math homework. On Tuesday, Angela from 201 needed help cleaning her room. On 
Wednesday, Naima from downstairs broke her leg in a tragic mopping accident. These people didn’t need her help; these people 
probably don’t even exist. She just doesn’t feel like talking. 2.When you ask her why she hasn’t called, her excuse is: “I lost your 
number. Give it to me again.” She didn’t lose your number. She has caller ID, remember? A friend of mine said this to a guy over ten 
times, and each time he calmly repeated his number as if she were actually writing it down. This excuse is valid once or twice, but as 
soon as you’ve heard it anymore than that, do not believe it. 1 .Every time you call, some random girl answers the phone and the usual 
scenario is something like this:
Random Girl: Hello?
You: Can I speak to <girl’s name hero?
Random Girl: Who’s calling?
You: Bobby.
Random Girl: Bobby? (Note: The friend heard your name the first time. She repeated it so that the girl, who is sitting right there, 
can know who it is and indicate whether or not she wants to speak to you.)
Then, after a pause, the random girl says, “She’s not here.”
Okay. First of all, random girls wouldn’t be kicking it in the girl’s room if she weren’t there. Second, girls don’t answer each 
other’s phones on the regular. And third, this maneuver, also known as screening calls, has been around longer than Eartha Kitt. By 
thinking you’ll still fall for it, not only is she showing that she does not want to talk to you, she’s also insulting your intelligence. Stop 
calling immediately.
Author’s Note: This article was written completely in fun and was not meant to offend or ridicule anyone in particular. Do not take 
offense. It’s not that serious.
-Beth Perry, A&E
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hat it takes to get a jumpstart on opportunity:
the right relationship.
SUMMER OPPORTUNITIES AT CHASE
We invite you to spend 






Please submit your cover 
letter and resume 
to the Career Planning 
Office Now.
_________________________
Strategic leadership and dynamic people have made Chase one 
of the fastest growing financial services firms in the world.







What can a relationship with Chase mean for your career?
Visit Find Your Place @ Chase: www.chase.com/on-campus.
CHASE
THE RIGHT RELATIONSHIP IS EVERYTHING.
www.chase.com/on-campus
02000 The Chase Manhattan Corporation. All rights reserved. The Chase Manhattan Bank. Member FDIC.
I
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of R&B group Groove 
Theory and a former singer 
for the band Sweetback, 
Amel Larrieux is going it 
alone with her debut solo 
album “Infinite
Possibilities.” Scheduled 
to be released on February 
15th, it is a must-have for 
R&B lovers.
As a child growing 
up in New York around 
her parents’ musician 
friends, Amel began 
singing and dancing to the 
beats of African, Indian, 
and Brazilian music. 
Although she is bi-racial, 
Amel says that it was never 
a really big deal for her 
because she has always 
related more to her 
mother’s black roots than 
to her father’s Caucasian 
side of the family. She has 
developed a unique sound 
that incorporates rhythm 
and blues and international 
music. Before her show at 
Clark Atlanta University ’ s 
gymnasium, she granted an
interview to The Spelman 
Spotlight.
SS: Now that you’ve gone 
solo, do you feel as though 
you ’ ve accomplished your 
musical goals?
AL: I was blessed to be
able to write my own 
music in the beginning 
[with Groove Theory]. I 
achieved being able to 
sing my own lyrics, and 
to be who I wanted to be 
image- wise. I can only
hope for longevity in this 
industry.
SS: What happened to 
Groove Theory? Do you 
still keep in contact with 
Bryce Wilson?
AL: Yes, we do keep in
contact, but we had 
aspirations to do other 
things. I had all of these 
ideas and I always wanted 
to do this [solo album]. 
SS: “Infinite Possibilities” 
is somewhat of an 
inspirational song. What’s 
your motivation?
AL: People. Optimistic 
supporters like you 
(smiles). People who are 
doing something with their 
lives, friends who are doing 
something with their lives, 
and love for my children [a 
16-month and 5-year-old 
daughter]. [When I write 
songs] I sometimes take 
the fictional approach 
where I write about a story 
that I’ve heard or a place 
that I’ve imagined.
£&: What are some
pressures that you deal 
with on an everyday basis? 
AL: The greatest pressure 
is the business! People 
being worried about my 
image. Whether I have to 
wear makeup seven days a 
week or not. I just want to 
be true to myself.
SS: How do you deal with
Continued on pg. 10




Before the Hot Gyrlz 
appeared to accompany the 
Hot Boyz in the Garden of 
Eden known as southern 
rap, there were the flygirls. 
Reading Omar Tyree’s 
highly acclaimed novel 
Flyy Girl is a flashback to 
the early nineties.
At the center of this 
coming-of-age novel is 
Tracy, a girl whose life is 
permanently altered when 
her parents separate after a 
heated argument at her 
sixth birthday party. Tracy 
is emotionally affected by 
her parents’ separation be­
cause she has no guidance.
As Tracy grows into 
her teenage years, she be­
comes obsessed with boys, 
material possessions and 
findingromanticlove. Her 
role model is her older,
next-door neighbor 
Mercedes who advises her 
on relationships.
Tracy looks for only 
two things in men: beauty 
and a nice bank account. 
She finds herself in rela­
tionships with all the 
wrong men, including a 
drug dealer and an abuser.
But after seeing what 
has become of her friend
Mercedes, she begins to 
re-examine life and starts 
to set positive goals for 
her future. She emotion­
ally evolves from a girl to 
a woman during her senior 
year of high school.
Get your hands on 
Flyy Girl , then look for 
the sequel, For The Love 
of Money, to be released 
on October 3, 2000.
Tyree is a 30-year- 
old Howard University 
graduate from Philadel­
phia, Pennsylvania which 
is the setting for Flyy Girl. 
He has written six other 
novels, including A Do 
Right Man, Single Mom, 
and Sweet St. Louis.
CAMPUS REP
WANTED
The nation’s leader in college 
marketing is seeking an 
energetic, entrepreneurial 
student for the position of 
campus rep.
* Great earnings
* Set your own hours
* Part-time
* No sales involved
* 5-10 hours per week
American Passage Media, Inc. 






Earn money and marketing 
experience! The nation’s 
leader in college marketing is 
seeking an energetic, 
entrepreneurial student to 
promote products and events 
on campus.
* Great earnings
* Set your own hours
* Part-time
* No sales involved
* 5-10 hours per week
American Passage Media, Inc. 
Campus Rep Program 
Seattle, WA
800.487.2434 Ext.4651
campusrep a americanpassage com
• b.
4 ■» .
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MORGAN STANLEY DEAN WITTER
Cordially Invites You to Attend an 
Information Session 
on the
RICHARD B. FISHER SCHOLARS PROGRAM 
A Scholarship/Internship Opportunity for Sophomores
on
Tuesday, February 22, 2000
at
Cosby - Lower Level Auditorium
from 5:30p.m. to 7:00p.m.
All Majors Welcome
Refreshments Will Be Served
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ARTS & ENTERTAINMENT
WHy this is j u st a hobby :
An insight into the entertainment industry
Najeema Washington 
_____ A & E Editor_____
Superbowl Weekend 
in Atlanta taught me the 
most important lessons of 
my life. One, this enter­
tainment thing is really a 
job, and two, I will not, 
cannot, and do not want to 





in the Spotlight office I 
decided to return a call 
from someone named 
Darnell from FUBU.
In my head I was 
thinking: What is this all 
about? Can I get some free 
clothes out of this ? My 
conversation with Darnell 
was quick, and ended with 
not only with an assign­
ment, but a promise.
Darnell had called to 
find A&E ( Arts and En­
tertainment) writers to 
cover the Superbowl 
events for FUBU that com­
ing weekend.
So I was all for it, 
just curious about the
weekends’ events and I 
what I could get into. To 
be honest, FUBU was not 
my first thought at all. My 
top priority was seeing the 
one and only Jay-Z, oh, 
and the little one too, JD.
So Darnell promised 
to e-mail me the final as­
signment, list of all the 
parties he was interested 
in having covered, and 
contact information for 
him that weekend.
Friday rolls around 
and I had not received an 
e-mail. So essentially, all 
my resources to see and 
meet Jay-Z dwindled. Un­
til I received a call from 
my editor, former A&E 
guru Jamila. She says 
Darnell called, and that I 
should give him a call so 
we could see what Spot­
light writers and FUBU 
could work out.
Friday, January 28:
The first event was 
the Corporate Mixer at the 
transformed Club FUBU, 
formerly Club Kaya.
By this time, many of 
the people that would con­
verge on Atlanta were al­
ready here. High rollers 
from New York, Detroit, 
Dallas, Houston, Califor­
nia, Saint Louis and Ten­
nessee.
This was probably 
the most calm event of the 
weekend. Those who 
chose to stay had the ex­
perience of Friday’s infa­
mous Northern Exposure. 
I left this event unscathed 
and convinced that this 




formed me that the own­
ers of FUBU would be at 
Lenox Mall at some point, 
and we might run into 
them.
Perhaps it is here that 
my life changed. After 
stopping to talk to Tyson 
Beckford, while I fumbled 
hopelessly with my own 
camera, Darnell led me 
and my friend downstairs.
We had talked about 
one party, but not two that 
night. And he certainly 
hadn’t mentioned the
mayor's party. Mayor Bill 
Campbell's party, certain 
to be the hottest event the 
whole weekend. Who 
would turn down an invi­
tation? Certainly not me.
Nothing could pre­
pare me for D’Angelo's 
performance, or dancing 
right next to David Jus­
tice and his four dates. 
Even funnier was the fact 
that Eric Benet and Halle 
Berry were not far from 
him at all.
Local and national 
celebrities filled the room, 
along with a select host of 
Spelmanites, including 
A.J. Johnson, who I had 
the chance to speak to.
Oh, did I mention the 
open bar? Enough said.
So after I changed, I 
headed to the next party at 
FUBU with my crew. We 
partied for at least three 
more hours. I arrived 
home at 4:30 a.m.
Only to wake up and 
do it again.
Sunday, January 31: 
Game Day
Would the ripping
and running ever stop ? 
Would I have a chance to 
slow down at any point 
this weekend ?
Apparently entertain­
ment writers don’t. After 
one or two nights of party­
ing, people usually get a 
chance to chill out. But 
when this is your job, that 
luxury isn’t afforded to 
you.
But you haven ’ t heard 
me talk about writing have 
you ? Right, it’s all mental, 
plus what do you look like 
walking around a club tak­
ing notes?
No lazy Sunday 
morning either. I needed at 
least seven hours of sleep 
before I could even think 
about getting up. But the 
phone rang.
Oh, God, not the next 
assignment.
Not this time, it was 
my mother begging me not 
to drive during the winter 
storm that Atlanta was ex­
periencing. After I cleared 
her mind, The phone rang 
again, this time with the 
Continued on pg. 12
Amel from pg. 8
the pressures of being a 
wife, mother, and a 
successful artist?
AL: I don’t. I always go 
with my heart and what I 
feel is right. I just want to 
be taken seriously as a 
writer.
SS.: What was it like 
working with Sweetback 
[Sade’s band]?
AL: I admire Sade as a 
woman and an artist and 
her band is one with her, so 
I had total respect. 
Actually I became friends 
with [band member] 
Steward Matthewman 
about a year before he 
asked me to participate in 
the project. See I haven’t 
worked with a lot of artists 
because I’m very choosy. 
But I was never told how 
to sing on this project. I 
was able to be totally 
creative and I even 
produced my own vocals
on two of Sweetback’s 
tracks. So I really 
respected that in them.
SS: What’s in your CD 
player now?
AL: I like a lot of eclectic 
music. Black British 
music, German Jung, and 
artists like Ronnie Size, 
Groove Rider, and Goldie. 
I like a lot of instrumental 
music, especially Brazilian 
music. The newest CD 
that I have is MeShell 
Ndegeocello. I like The 
Jungle Brothers, love early 
Michael Jackson songs 
from the “Off the Wall” 
and “Thriller” albums. My 
daughters are crazy about 
Michael Jackson. Oh, Ella 
Fitzgerald, she’s like my 
vocal guide to the do’s of 
music. And of course, A1 
Green and Stevie Wonder. 
I rarely listen to the radio. 
SS: Is there any advice 
that you’d like to give to
struggling upcoming 
artists?
AL: I’m gonna be
real.... it’shard. It’s really
beneficial to know the hard 
truth about this business. 
Nobody’s your friend, but 
yet all of these people are 
around you saying that 
they are. Have people 
working for you whom you 
know and trust. You can’t 
become a complete 
business person because 
that’ 11 be disheartening and 
you’ll lose that creative 
touch as an artist. It’s 
important to remember that 
you are special and believe 
in who you are, and have 
that guide you. When I 
started out I didn’ t want to 
be a star; I just wanted to 
be a singer. Do you want 
to be photographed 
everywhere you go? Do 
you want every mistake 
you make in the public’s
view? You have to be 
willing to develop a 
healthy self-awareness of 
yourself to stay on top.
To get more
Planning to Study Abroad?
Syr '• Kl M r has vour ticket!





119 Kuclid At«/Bos D Syracuse, ITT 13244 
800 238 3472 suabroad@ayr.adu 
htty://aua*«b.syr.adu/diya
information about Amel 
and her touring schedule, 
log on to her website at 
h t t p : I I 
www.amellarrieux. com.
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BREAKIN' HEARTS ALL OVER AGAIN.
361 Six Flags Dr. 
770-819-8327
2740 Greenbriar Pkwy. 
404-349-2969
1052 Peachtree St. 
404-875-5600








What do you hear?
When you’ve been 
put under the spell of Voo­
doo, it’s almost like walk­
ing down the aisle, all that 
you’ve been waiting for is 
at the end.
The thirteen track CD 
will disappoint very few, 
only those who wish there 
was more.
While D’Angelo 
rants and raves that this 
album is raw, grittier, and 
anything but polished, the 
aural sensation emitted is 
anything but harsh. There 
is nothing wrong with a 
polished song; polished is 
close to perfection. Voo­
doo is silk rather than sand­
paper.
Expect very little of a 
Brown Sugar Part II. 
D’Angelo does some very 
different things with this 
album, including the use 
of Latin textured soul.
The album also fea­
tures collaborations with 
Angie Stone, Raphael 
Saadiq, and drumwork 
from the Roots's Amir Th­
ompson. Even Lauryn Hill 
pokes her head into the 
project with a barely au­
dible vocal accompani­
ment on the Roberta Flack 
remake of Feel Like 
Makin’ Love.
Radio programmers 
expect at least four singles 
from the album to be re­
leased; fans will hope for 
more.
Experts proclaim 
Lauryn Hill type success 
from this album, but this 
writer questions whether 
D’Angelo will have the 
same commercial cross 
over appeal that the queen 
has had.
On the album, "The 
Line," "One Mo' Gin," 
"Spanish Joint,"
'GREATDAYNDAMÜRNIN," 
and "African" flavor the 
project like seasoning salt 
for the tastiest gumbo. 
Response to the album
So How Does itFeel?
Good, good, good.
How many other 
ways can it be said. Five 
years. Five long years af­
ter the release of his double 
platinum debut Brown 
Sugar, D’Angelo has 
graced the anticipating 
R&B community with his 
soul.
Without a doubt, it 
can be said that this is the 
most anticipated sopho­
more release from any art­
ist since the days of Marvin 
Gaye, but those similari­
ties will come later.
Featured in a number 
of commercial and indus­
try magazines (Madison, 
Elie, Essence, Rolling 
Stone, Billboard among 
others), Virgin’s publicity 
department and product 
management thought me­
dia coverage would be one 
way to reintroduce 
D’Angelo’s new label af­
ter a turbulent exit from 
EMI.
The artist was well 
received on Chris Rocks’ 
HBO show along with 
shining at a number of 
performances around 
New York City.
Left and Right was 
the first release from Voo­
doo, although Devil’s Pie 
was featured on the 
soundtrack from Hype 
Williams movie Belly. 
And his current single, 
How Does It Feel, com­
plete with sultry video di­
rected by Paul Hunter, is 
being compared to the 
work of Prince. But clearly 
D’Angelo is the captain of 
his own musical ship.
And that musical ship 
will be sailing all over the 
UK, Europe and the United 
States in tours early this 
year. The artist experi­
enced phenomenal inter­
national support from Ja­
pan, Germany, France and 
the United Kingdom. 
Tours are scheduled for 
late February and early 
March. In fact, support 
overseas is so strong, that 
Voodoo was released 
January 10th on much of
the international front. 
Musical comparisons 
Who does he think he
is, Marvin Gaye ?
For fans, the biggest
question is why five years?
And D’Angelo has 
the appropriate response.
He wanted to give 
everything, he wanted it to 
be right. “In order for me 
to go to a place where I 
could write and create, I 
had to do this a certain 
way. I had to do it my way, 
and I had to take my time
to do that.”
In his absence,
D’Angelo has recorded 
and/ or performed with 
Eric Clapton, George 
Clinton, The Artist, and BB 
King, among others. But it 
was the guidance of his 
spiritual and musical men­
tors that has sustained him. 
Among these mentors are 
Jimi Hendrix, and perhaps 
the most strikingly simi­
lar, Marvin Gaye.
Besides the obvious 
unreasonably long delay 
between albums, the fact 
that both men have 
preacher fathers, and both 
men have struggled with 
the pressures of being sex 
symbols in their careers, 
the similarities are surface. 
D’Angelo feels a
much deeper connection 
exists. He feels that there 
is a relationship that was 
cultivated before Marvin 
passed.
Hobby from pg. 10
real assignment.
Now I knew tons of 
people would be mad at 
me for missing Superbowl 
parties, but I didn’t really 
have a choice. LL Cool J, 
Tyson, and Dr. Dre were 
scheduled to appear to­
night, and the owners were 
going to be at the party, so 
I was expected to keep tabs 
on the whole event.
Close to game time, 
dozens of fans crowded 
into FUBUs’ two rooms to 
see the Titans and Rams 
battle it out. Now I’m not a 
real football fan, and see­
ing Tyson every two min­
utes started to get a little 
boring.
I was starting to re­
gret not being with people 
whose company I enjoyed. 
At 8:00 I was bored, at 
9:00 tired, and by 10:00 
ready to go. And when the 
game ended, maybe this 
would mean that my 
FUBU adventure/night- 
mare would be over.
No, no. After every­
one was herded out like
“Even before he 
passed, I would here his 
music and something 
would go on inside me that 
I couldn’t explain at the 
time” says the singer. Once 
the trepidation passed, 
D’Angelo began to feel 
that Marvin was trying to 
let him know something.
Whatever the advice, 
from one master to the next, 
keep the flavor coming. 
We’ll savor the taste as 
long as possible, until the 
next spell comes over us. 
D’Angelo, keep doin’ that 
Voodoo that you do, so 
well.
cattle, another party would 
begin at 11:00p.m. This 
weekend was obviously 
taking a toll on me. I had to 
take a break.
After dinner, I 
changed into another out­
fit for my final obligation. 
Darnell was not happy 
about me coming back to 
the club so late. I had to 
explain that after eight 
straight hours with FUBU, 
I needed time to re-group.
Finally, I relaxed and 
enjoyed what I could of 
the evening. When I left 
FUBU at 4:30 a.m. again, 
I knew that I had learned a 
few lessons. This was not 
the glamorous life that I 
had imagined. It was stress­
ful, time-consuming, and 
demanding. I also realized 
that it would be another 
week before I recovered 
from this.So this A&E 
thing on the college level 
is cool, but as far as any­
thing else, It will just be a 
hobby.






I’m writing this let­
ter to protest the release 
of Jagged Edge’s CD, J.E. 
Heartbreak.
Ladies, if the AUC 
cutie who has been sweat­
ing you for the last three 
months has gotten his 
hands on the sophomore 
album from these four At­
lanta voices, hold tight 
to your Victoria’s Secret.
The album, origi­
nally scheduled for a 
summer release, pushed 
back to October, and most 
recently, delayed until 
January 2000, features 
songs that are sure to 
make even the most vir­
tuous Spelman woman 
weak in the knees and 
misty in places other than 
her eyes.
When you hear the 
album, another success­
ful, near perfect blend of 
voices and personalities, 
lyrics and rhythm, you’ll 
be glad to have had this
information weeks in ad­
vance.
Besides the chart top­
ping old lover trying to get 
his baby back He Can ’ t Love 
You, and even the mildly 
received, Keys to the Range 
from the In Too Deep 
Soundtrack, this album fea­
...if the AUC cutie who's been 
sweating you for the last three 
months has gotten his hands on 
the sophomore album from these 
guys, hold tight to your Victoria' s 
Secret.
tures tracks that appeal to 
both the Mahogany in Mo­
tion in all of us and the Love 
Jones romantic.
Brian “Brasco “Casey, 
Brandon “Case Dinero” 
Casey, Kyle “Quick” 
Norman, and Richard
“Wingo” Dollar, provide 
songs for the club, along 
with that late night creep. 
These guys definitely give 
you what you want, but 
can that boy on the third 
floor of Graves do the same 
thing? Doubtful.
Why ? Because he's
young, and he still thinks 
he's a playa. But Jagged 
Edge has figured out the 
game, they tell us what we 
want to hear.They talk 
about commitment, love, 
and extravagance through­
out the Jagged experience;
songs like Let’s Get Mar­
ried, Promise, and Lace 
You are the perfect ex­
amples.
And seniors, don’t 
trust him when Let’s Get 
Married comes on. Meet 
me at the Alter in your 
white dress / We ain’t get­
ting no younger so we 
might as well do it and live 
done it all / And frankly 
girl I’m tired of all this 
. emptiness 11 want to come 
home to you and only you 
and then actually initiates 
the issue of commitment 
himself. It’s a trap.
Surely the guys will 
love this CD because it’s 
perfect bait for us. They 
love the hidden masculine 
themes of Keys to the 
Range and The Girl is Mine 
while they marvel at the 
power that this album will 
have on the majority of us. 
It’s nearly as dangerous as 
playing Adore by Prince.
So lastly ladies, when 
you walk into that boy’s 
room at the start of visita­
tion, be glad that he is play­
ing Dre’s Chronic 2001, 
or even worst, the Sega 
Dreamcast, instead of this 
seduction inducing Jagged 
Edge — J.E. Heartbreak-
Signed,
Your Sister,
Seduced in the Swats
Aries: March 21- April 19 
Your financial situation should improve this month if you 
take advantage of your opportunities for advancement. 
Now would be a good time to put those ideas to work that 
you have been thinking about. Just think things through 
first before making a decision.
Taurus: April 21-May 20
Brace yourself for some excitement this month! Your 
juices are flowing and you are ready for anything! Go out 
and have fun, but be careful not to neglect your job.
fils J; < 'I®#1
Gemini: May 21-June 21
Expect a turn of events in your romantic affairs.
Welcome the surprise. You seem to find it easier to work 
with others right now. It is also time to start making 
compromises that meet the needs of others.
Cancer: June 22-July 22
You have excess of energy that may lead you to take on 
more than you can handle. Make sure you pace yourself 
and don’t over do it!
I
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Libra: September 23- October 22 
This is a good time for getting together with others this 
month, especially if it involvs intellectual exchanges. You 
will shine like a star.
■
Scorpio: October 23-November 21
You maybe feeling curious about the deeper mysteries of 
life. It is a good time to expose yourself to the higher values 
of life. Visit a museum or take in a concert.
Leo: July 23-August 22
You seem to run into minor misunderstandings this 
month as you move in and out of strange moods. Be 
careful of jealous behavior with your partner.
Virgo: August 23- September 22 
Get out of that rut you have been in! Do something fun 




November 22- December 21 
This is the time to take care of those difficult details you 
have been putting off for another time. Try to re-evaluate 
where your life is going and make the changes that need to 
be made.
Capricorn: December 22- January 19 
You may be feeling the urge to expand your mind. This is a 
great time to take that course you have been thinking about 
or maybe a trip is in order.
Aquarius: January 20- February 18
You seem to be feeling more relaxed than usual this month. 
This maybe because of your feelings of contentment. Your 
relaxed attitude and self-confidence will make it easier for 
you to impress others with your abilities and potential.
Pisces: February 19- March 20
Be careful in dealing with others. You are much too critical 
right now and you could damage some of your relationships. 
Try to turn your jittery tension into something pleasant.
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Do you find yourself 
hating the world on 
Valentine’s Day? Do you 
want to throw up when 
your best friend begins to 
tell you her special 
Valentine ’ s Day plans with 
her boyfriend? Do you 
think that Valentine ’ s Day 
was created to make single 
people feel bad all day 
long?
Cheer up! It is not that 
bad! Valentine’s Day is a 
holiday for everyone, in­
cluding single people. It is 
not a crime to be single on 
Valentine ’ s Day. This does 
not mean that you should 
curl up and spend the en­
tire night watching “Wait­
ing to Exhale” and eating 
popcorn. Why not send a 
card to someone you care 
about, like a best friend or 
a favorite cousin. It is im­
portant to let those whom
we love (not necessarily in 
that romantic way) know 
how much we care about 
them. Director of Spelman 
counseling services 
Vanessa Mahmound says: 
“Sometimes giving to 
other people is the best way 
to keep your mind off of 
yourself.”
So what can you do 
on Valentine ’ s Day to keep 
your mind from roaming 
into past relationships and 
failed romances? Cel­
ebrate yourself. You are a 
remarkable person and 
deserve to be pampered 
and cared for just as much 
as anyone else. Buy your­
self fresh flowers, purchase 
an inspirational book, get 
you hair done or treat your­
self to a new outfit.
“Make sure to look 
nice on Valentine’s Day,” 
says Mahmoud. “Do not 
look like you just rolled 
out of the bed. Dress your­
self like you have some­
where to go and go.” Sit­
ting at home on Valentine ’ s 
Day, singing along with 
Anita Baker and feeling 
sorry for yourself will only 
spark those melancholy 
sentiments. DO NOT call 
your ex- boyfriend, trying 
to make polite conversa­
tion and questioning where 
you went wrong in your 
relationship. He has moved 
on and so should you. 
Leave old relationships out 
of your mind and focus on 
you. “Realize that there is 
a difference between be­
ing alone and being 
lonely,” says Mahmoud.
On Valentine’s Day, 
why not plan a night with 
other single friends. Pick 
an activity that does not 
involve romance, go bowl­
ing, play pool or go out to 
eat. The PEPPERS are 
sponsoring a Poetry Cafe’ 
on February fourteenth that 
will celebrate the positive 




sizes that “this is an event 
that you don ’ t need a date 
to go to, you can just go 
and feel good about 
yourself.”
Feeling good about 
yourself is the focus of 
Valentine’s Day, and 
whether someone else 
boosts your self-esteem
' Besides being Valentine's Day, 
February 14 is also 
National Condom Day.
If you plan to be sexually 
active, please celebrate both 
occasions. Be responsible and 
protect yourself, body and 
mind.
—The Spelman Spotlight
through gifts and romantic 
words is not the issue. It is 
all right to celebrate your­
self on Valentine’s Day. Tell 
yourself wonderful words! 
Make yourself Queen for a 






Up to $I5OO Bone up on the tax breaks that 
can help you foot the bills for 
higher education.
The HOPE Credit can cut 
your federal tax up to $1500 
per undergraduate student per 
year. Applies only to the first 
two years of college or other 
post-secondary courses.
The Lifetime Learning Credit 
can save you up to $1000 a 
year in taxes for graduate, 
professional or undergraduate 
study. You cannot claim both 
credits for the same person in 
the same year.
With an Education IRA, you 
can contribute up to $500 a 
year per child until the child 
turns 18.
You can also withdraw funds 
from many other IRA accounts 
without being charged an early- 
withdrawal tax, if you use the 
funds to pay qualified expenses 
of higher education.
for details on how to qualify 
for these tax advantages, see 
your 1999 tax booklet.
Or check the IRS Web site: 
www.irs.gov
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OPINION/EDITO RIAL
" Disabled students need to let go of their shame and realize that 
what they have is who they are."
-Alicia Lenon, C'OO
"[My experience at 
Spelman has been] both 
joyful and
horrible...[During my 
freshman year] I was often 
left in the dark if I had no 
interpreter around. Stu­
dents would not help inter­
pret what another person 
was saying in group situa­
tions, social situations, or 
school functions. No one 
wanted to take notes for me 
in my philosophy class (I 
can’t look down because I 
must keep my eyes on my 
interpreter in order to 
“hear” the class discus­
sions, lectures, etc.)
I was very frustrated 
because I wanted to par­
ticipate in many student 
government, social, and 
organizational activities, 
but could not be involved
fully because of lack of 
communication from the 
college community. I was 
trying to explain the assis­
tance that I needed
...I tried to get in­




ally became president of 
the committee. Unfortu­
nately, it failed because of 
lack of support from non­
disabled students.
[Director of Disabil­
ity Services] Coletta 
Hassel is the best...She 
saved my entire college 
career because I needed 
an interpreter for classes, 
a note-taker, and some­
one to officially document 
my disability. Because I 
speak very well (after 
many years of speech 
therapy) many people are 
incredulous about my 
deafness. They think I am 
performing for someone ’ s 
sympathy.
It is hard trying to 
educate people about 
people with disabilities 
and their needs. Disabled
students need to be aware 
that the campus needs to 
be educated about their 
disability [so that they 
can accommodate] their 
needs. They need to let 
go of their shame and 
realize that what they 
have is who they are. 
[This shame is not that] 
different from someone 
being ashamed of the 
color of their skin.
Many people 
[equate] deafness with 
“handicapped.” I am 
very independent and ex­
traordinary. Many deaf 
people have never gone 
to college in their life, 
never gained their inde­
pendence, never learned 
to speak, never learned 
that life is full of possi­
bilities. Many people 
never stopped to realize 
how many hurdles I have 
had to leap in order to 
achieve my goals regard­
less of my disability. I 
regret the fact the fact 
that I will be graduating 
this year and never had 
the opportunity to give 
Spelman any of my time
or talent. I was never 
given the chance to show 
my true colors as some­
one competent enough 
to be a part of student 
government, a sorority, 
student organization, or 
an artistic presentation... 
Sometimes I tell myself 
that I have reached be­
yond where I should be 
reaching, but I never give 
up.
Spelman needs more 
accessibility for the physi­
cally challenged. More 
ramps for wheelchairs, 
and for those who cannot 
use the stairs. More 
closed-captioned pro­
grams for the hearing 
impaired. Financial fund­
ing is greatly needed for 
extracurricular activities 
for students with 
disabilities...to provide an 
interpreter . Disability 
Services does not provide 
services outside of the 
classroom activities.
Many students think 
we are different. We are 
not. We are human be­
ings, too. We want our 
families to be proud of
our achievements, too. We 
want to be leaders in our com­
munity. We want to share a 
voice with the Spelman com­
munity. We want to be seen 
and heard as [people] with 
potential. I hope [that physi­
cally challenged] students 
after me will one day have a 
chance at campus life.
(Your opinion here)
The Spelman Spotlight welcomes all submissions. Please drop them by 
Lower Manley 104 or mail them to Box #1234.
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NATIONAL VOTING DIGHTÓ MUSEUM & SCLC
Invites you to attend the annual commemoration of the
SELMA TO MONTGOMERY MARCH
Bridge Crossing Jubilee
A Commemoration off the 35th Anniversary off “Bloody 
Sunday” and the Selma to Montgomery March
March 3rd-5th, 2000
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National Voting Rights Museum 
1>O. Box 136«
Selma, AJL 36702
(334) 418-0800 or 1 -800-45-Selma
o
